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By Ifaac Bickerftaff Elq; 





From Tuefday Otfober 11. to Thurfday Ofober 13. 1709. 


Grecian Coffee-houfe, Oftober 12. 


HIS fearned Board has_ complain‘ 
to me of the exorbitant Price of late 
Years put upon Books, and confe- 
quently on Learning, which has taisd 
the Reward demanded by learned Men 
for their Advice and Labour. In order to regulate 
and fix a Standard in thefe Matters; Divines, Phy- 
ficians, and Lawyers, have fent in megs Propofals, : 
which are of great Light and Inftruction. From 
the Perufal of thefe Memorials, 1 am come to this 
immediate Refolution, till I have Leifure to treat 
the Matter at latge ;- viz. In Divinity, Fathers thall 
be valu'd according to their Antiquity ; School- 
men by the Pound Weight; and Sermons by their 
Goodnefs. In my own Profeflion, which is moft- 
ly Phyfick, Authors fhall be rated according to 
eit Language. The Greek is fo rarely underftood, 
and the Englifh fo well, 1 judge them of no Value, 
fo that on Latin {hall bear a Price, and that too 
according to its Purity, and as it ferves beft for 
Prefcription. In Law, the Value muft be fet ac- 
cording to the Intricacy and Obfcurity of the Au- 
thor, and Blacknefs of the Letter ; provided always, 
that the Binding be of Calve’s-Skin. This Mcthod 
1 hall fettle alfo with Relation to all other 
Writings ; infomuch that even thefe our Lucubra- 
tions, tho’ hereafter printed by Aldus, Elzivir, or 
pve, fhall not advance above one fingle 
enny. ey 


White's Chocolate-Hou fe, O€tober 12. 


It will be allowd me, that I have all along 
fhow'd great Refpeét in Matters which concern the 
Fair Sex; but the Inhumanity with which the Au- 
thor of the following Letter has been ufed, is not 
to be fuffer’d. 


SIR, Oftob. 9 


6 Y Fiterday I had the Misfortune to drop in at 
my ‘Lady Haughty’s upon her Vifiting-Day. 

“© When I enter’d the Room where the receives Com- 
: pany, they all ftood up indeed ; but they ftood as 
_ if they were to ftare at, rather than to receive 
ine. After a long Paute,a Servant brought a round 

* Stool, on which I_ fat down at the lower End of 
‘the Room, in the Prefence of no lefs than 
* Twelve Perfons, Gentlemen and Ladies, lolling 
‘in Elbow-Chairs. And to compleat my Difgrace, 
my Miftrefs was of the Society. I tryd to com- 
pofe my felf in vain, not knowing how to dif- 
pofe of either my Legs or Arms, nor how to 
. thape my Countenance; the Eyes of the whole 
* Room being {till upon me in a profound Silence. 


w~ 


* My Confufion at laft was fo great, that without 
* {peaking, or being fpoken to, I fled. for it, and 
* left the Affembly to treat me at their Difcretion. 
* A Lecture from you upon tlicfe inhaman Di- 
* ftinctions in a free Nation, will, I doubt not, pre- 
* vent the like Evils for the future, and make it, as 
* we fay, As cheap Sitting as Standing. I ain with 
© the greateft Refpect, 


SIR, 
Tuur 20 Humble 
And 
Moft Obedient Servant, 


JR. 


‘ P.S. Thad almoft forgot to inform you, That a 
* fair gonna Lady fat in an armlefs Chair upon 
: 7. i. ght Hand with manifeft Difcontent in her 


Soon after the Receipt of this Epiftie, I heard a 
very gentle Knock at my Door: My Maid went 
down, and brought up Word, That a tall, lean, 
black Man, weil drefsd, who faid he had not the 
Honour to be acquainted with me, defired to be ade 

mitted. I bid her fhow him up, met him at m 
Chamber-Door, and then fell back a few Paces. He 
approach’d me with ercat’Refpect, and told me with 
a low Voice, He was the Gentleman that had been 
feated — the round Stool. I immediately recol- 
leSted, that there was a Joint-Stool in my Chamber, 
which 3 was afraid he might take for an Inftru- 
ment of Diftinction, and therefore winkd at my 
Boy to carry it into my Clofet. I then took him 
by the Hand, and led him to the upper End of my 
Room, where I plac’d him in my great Elbow- 
Chair; at the fame Time drawing another without 
Arms to it, for my felf to fit by him. I then ask’d 
him, At what Time this Misfortune befel him? He 
anfwer'd, Between the Hours of Seven and Eight in 
the Evening. 1 then ask’d him, What he shad cat 
or drank that Day? He reply'd, Nothing but a Dith 
of Wattr-gruel, with a few Pluinbs in it, In the 
next Place I felt his Pulie, which was very low.and 
languifhing. . Thefe Circumttances confirm’d me in 
an Opinion which I had entertain’d upon the firft 
reading of his Letter, that the Gentleman was far | 
gs in the Spleen. I therefore advis'd him to rife 
the next Morning and plunge into the Cold Bath 
there to remain under Water ’till he was almoft 
drowned. This I ordex’d him to repeat Six Days 
fucceffively ; and on the Seventh, io repair at the 
wonted Hour to my Lady Haughty’s, and to acquaint 
_me afterwards with what he thall meet with there ; 
_and particularly totell me, whether be fhall — 
they 




























































they ftared upon him fo much as the Time before. 
The Gentleman fmi!’d ; and by his Way of talking 
to me, fhew'd himfe!f a Man of excellent Senfe in 
all Particuiars,uniciswhen a Cane-Chair,a round or 
a Joint-stool, were fpoken of. He open’d his Heart 
to me at the tame Lime concerning feveral other 
Grievances; as, being. overlook'd in publick Affem- 
blies, having his Bows unan{wer'd, being help‘d 
laft at Tables, and plac’d at the back Part of a 
Coach; with many other Diftreffes, which have 
wither'd his Countenance, and worn him to a 
Skeleton. Finding him a Man of Reafon, I enter'd 
into the Bottom of his Diftemper. Sir, (iaid I) 

ere are more of your Conitirution in this 
Ifland of Great-Britain, than in any other Part of 
the World; and I beg the Favour of you to tell 
me, whether you do not obferve, That you meet 
with moft Affronts in rainy Days. He anfwer'd 
candidly, That he had long obferv’d, that People 
were lefs fawey in Sun-fhine than in cloudy Wea- 
ther. Upon which I told him pity, his Diftem- 
per was the Spleen; and that tho’ the World was 
very ill-naturd, it was not fo bad as he believ'd it. 
I further affur'd him, That his Ufe of the Cold 
Bath, with a Courfe of Steel which I thould pre- 
icribe him, would certainly cure moft of his Ac- 
quaintance of their Rudenefs, ill Behaviour, and 
Iinpertinence. My Patient imil’d, and promis‘ 
to obierve my Preicriptions, not forgetting to give 
me an Account of their Operation. This Diftem- 
per being pretty epidemical, I thall, for the Benefit 
of Mankind, give the Publick an Account of the 
Progrefs I make in the Cure of it. 


From my own Apartment, Ottober 12. 


The Author of the following Letter behaves him- 
felf 10 ingenuoufly, that 1 cannot longer deter an- 
iwering him. 


Honour'd Sir, Oétob. 6, 


¢ I Have lately contracted a very honeft and un- 
Adiembled Claudication in my Left Foot, 
whica will be a double Affliction to me, if (ac- 
cording to your Tutler of this Day) it muft pafs 
, Upon the World for a Piece of Singularity and 
, Affectation. I muft therefore humbly beg Leave 
to limp along the Streets after my own Way, or 
, 2 thall be inevitably ruin’d in Coach-hire. As 
, 100n as I am tolerably recover'd, I promife to walk 
, 28_upright as a Gholt in a Tragedy being not of 
, 2 Stature to {pare an Inch of Height that I can any 
, Way pretend to. Thonour your Lucubrations, 
and am, with the moft profound Submiffion, 


Honour'd Sir, 
Your mofi Dutifal, 
And 
Mojt Obedient Servant, &c. 


Nat doubting but the Cafe is as the Gentleman 
seprefents, I do hereby order Mr. AZorphew to deli- 
ver him out a Licence, upon paying his Fees, which 
thall empower him to wear a Cons till the 13th of 
Afarch next ; Five Months being the mott I can al- 
low for a Sprain. 


St. Fames’s Coffee-houfe, Oober 12, 

We receiv'd this Morning a Mail fiom Holland, 
which brings Advice, That the Siege of Adons is 
carried on with fo grcat Vigor and Bravery, that 
we hope very iuddeniy to be Matters of the Place. 





‘Pfalms. The Sixch 


All Things neceflary being prepar'd for making th 
Affault = the Hornwork al Ravelin of the A. 
tack of Bertamont, the Charge was made this Eys 
ning, and began with the Fire of Bombs and Gr, 
nades, which was {fo hot, that the Enemy quitta 
their Poft, and we lodg’d our felves on thoie Work 
without Oppofition. During this Storm, one ¢ 
our Bombs fall into a Magazine of: the Enemy, an 
blew it up. There are Advices which fay, th 
Court of France had made new Offers of Peace ta 
the Confederates; but this Intelligence wants Con- 
firmation. 
Advertifements. 


This Day is publifhed, 
*.* The Monthly Amufement. Numb. IV. for July, 
1709. Containing, Le Malade Imaginare: The Hypocondria, 
A Comedy. From the French of Monfieur de Moliere. Writ 
and acted in the Year 1703. Printed tor D. Midwinter in Sr, Pay); 
Chuich-yard, and B. Lintote in Fleet-ftreet ; and fold by J. Mo. 
hew near Stationers-Hall. Pr. ts. Where may be had th 


hree Grit, 
To be Ler, 
TH E Three Keys in Grace Chuhch-ftreet, 2 weli 


accuftom’d Bratier’s, fit for any Trade that requires a large 

peace, this being 32 Feet and upwards. Enquire ac che fad 
oule. : 

*,* The famous Medicine for curing the Cholick, tha 
has tor fome ‘lime been fold by Mr. Rogers, Booktelier in Fie; 
ftieer, at 2s, and 6d, the Paper, has lately cur’d a Genrlewe 
man near funbridge of above 70 Years old, who had been a. 
flicted with thac Diltemper at Times for above 40 Yeays, and 
tor above halt a Year lait pafi had ic without any Inctermuifion, 
as appears by a Lecter trom a Friend of the Gentlewoman’s fen 
to Mi, Rogers, dated July 9. 1709. which is co be feen ac hissup 
by any one chat defires it. : : 
*,” A Milicary Di&ionary: Explaining all difficult Term 
in Marta: Litciphine, Fortihcation, and Gunnery. The Thudb 
dition, Improv’d, To which is likewife added, a Sea Dictionary 
ofall the Terms of Navigation. Beth of chem very ufetul (to all 
Ferfons that read the Publick News, or ferve in the Army, Nav, 
or Militia) tor the pee on the Accounts of Sieges, Battin, 
and other Warlike and Marine Expeditions, which daily occuri, 
this Time of Action, By Officers who ferv'd feverai Years «; 
Sea and Land, Printed; and fold by J. Murphew near Statio 
ners-Hall. Price 1.5.6 d. 


*,* A Supplement to the New Verfion of Pfalms, by 
Dr. Brady, and Mr. Tate ; containing, the Pfalms in particular 
Meafures; the ufual Hymns, Creed, Lord’s Prayer, Ten Com 
mandments, Holy Sacrament,&c. with Gloria Paui’s, and Tuoes 
Treble and Bats) proper to each of them, and all the reit ot the 
x dition, Corrected; and much enlarged; 
With the Addition of Plain Initruétions tor all thofe who are de 
firous to learn or improve chemfelves in Pfalmody ; near 30 2¢w 
Tunes, compofed by feverai ot the beft Malters ; anda Taole ot 
Pfalms fuited to the Feaits and Faits of the Church, &c. With 
Tables of «ll che Pialms of the Now, Old, and Dr. Patrick’s Ver 
fions, directing what Tunes are fitted tor each Plalm, Tu 
Whole being a Compleat Pfalmody. Ufetul tor Teachers and 
Learners ot either Verlion. Printed; and Sold by James 
Holland, at the Bible and Ball, at the Weflt-End of St. Paul’s. 
Bem Probate & Exercita Léber Memorialis, Natwali 
Ordine ita Difpoficus, ut fine ulla Memorize Deratigatioue, 
ivucitia Vocabulorum non folum capi tacillime, fed telicitet 
etiam repeti ac confervari poflix, In Ulam Scholarum contétus, 
a Chriltophero Cellario, Hal. Academ. p. P. Nunc in noltr- 
tium Ufum,e Germanica in Linguam Anglicanam verfus, A. B. 
Impentis B, Tooke, subrerMedii ‘Temps Porcam , & M. Atkins, 
ad juligne Globi Aurei in Cozmeterio D. Pauli, Pret. 4 s. 6d. 
Noals of the Univerfe ; containing an Accounc ot the mot 
Memorable Actions, Affairs and Occurrences, which have 
happen’é in the World, but elpecially in Europe, trom the Yeat 
1660, Where Mr. Whitlock leaves off, to the Year 1680, in Two 
Decades : With an Index to the Wuole. Being a Continuation 
of the faid Mr. Whitlock’s Memorials. Printed tor William Car 
ter, at the Rofe and Crown in St. Paui’s Chureh-yard ; and co & 
fold by John Morphew near Srationers-Hall, 
*,” A New Setof Cuts for the Common Prayer, 55 in 
Number, tar excecding any done in Great Britain betore. Eo 
graven by J. Sture: And foid by him in Golden.Lion-Court, 
Alderfgate -itreet ; R, Whuitiedge in Ave-Mary-Lane ; J. Mor 
phew, and J. Hazard, near Stacioners-Hall. Pr. 35. 
A Plain and Rational Vindication and &xplanacion of theLi- 
turgy. of the Church ot England, Colleéted out of the 
Ditcourles ot foie of the Reverend Bifhops and Doctors ot thet 
Church, by Way of Queition and Aniwer. With a fhurt Ex- 
lanation of the Lord’s Prayer and Ten Commandmenis. By 
- Clutte:buck, Gent. The Fou:th Edition, witn large Improve 
ments. Printed in a Volume convenient to bind with te Com 
mon-Prayer, proper for Schools, and may be acceprabie to many 
ot Riper Years. Sold by R. Whitledge in Ave-Mary-luane, aid 
J. Morphew near Stationers-Hall, 1709. Price 6d. or 10010 
45 s.to tuch as are Chatitably dilputed. 





Sold by John Morphew tear Stationers-Hall, where Advertifements are taken in. 
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